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MARCH, IN LIKE A LION…HEAR HER ROAR!

March is Support Women Artists Now/SWAN Month!  There have been over 900 SWAN Day events in 23 countries in the first five years of this new holiday, according to WomenARTS.   What better way to SWAN than attend a female written play?!

UPCOMING LA FPI EVENTS:
Saturday, April 13th, 1:00 – 4:00 pm LA FPI Gathering at Samuel French Bookshop!   More info to come, but mark your calendars.  The last event at Samuel French in January with Bitch Pack and The Vagrancy was a resounding success.  Also keep an eye on the LA FPI Events page and contact our fabulous Events Coordinator, Nina Womack with ideas and helping hands.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Sunday, March 17th, 9:00 am – 2:30 pm Little Black Dress INK’s Female Playwright Video Project  Attention LAFPI Playwrights: You are INVITED to shake your booties for Little Black Dress INK's upcoming female playwright video project!  

WHERE:  Downtown LA
 
WHAT:  Female Playwrights will learn some very simple choreography and dance on stages at our lovely host theatre - participants who want to be filmed writing in various place on site should bring their laptops/notepads/typewriters/whatever their preferred writing instrument is.  Clothing can be sassy, fun, sexy, business-like, etc... but nothing too crazy/sparkly, or too akin to what we really write in (our pj's)
  
WHY: To bring awareness to how absolutely awesome female playwrights are, and to gain traction for Little Black Dress INK's production challenge to theatres across the nation (Produce more plays by women - because we rock!)
  
HOW: Contact Tiffany Antone and let her know you want to join the party!  Tiffany will be blogging for the LAFPI that week (how serendipitous!) - so all participants will get a shout out on the LAFPI blog, in the video (of course) and on the Little Black Dress Ink blog.  
 
AND THEN...: Tiffany is going to try to get tickets for video participants to attend “The Price is Right” as a group on Monday the 18th (Why?  Because she loves the show.)  Let her know ASAP if you want to participate in that outing as well.


EBlast Archive Created!  Missed an EBlast?  Remember a submission opportunity vaguely?  Now you can find old EBlasts in the EBlast Archive.

LA FPI on Twitter - We've tweaked our Twitter handle. It's now: @TheLAFPI. 

SUBMISSION OPPORTUNITIES:
To avoid repetition and keep the EBlast readable, check out the EBlast Archive for previously posted submission opportunities!  Please send new ones you come across to be included in the EBlast to Submission Opportunities.
Female director seeking female written play for 3 early 30’s female characters who are not sisters:  Molly OConnor says she and three really talented early 30's actress are seeking a play to work on.  Not interested in them being bridesmaids, former cheerleaders, or beauty queens.  She wants a drama with great moments of comedy.  A play that speaks to modern day issues of women presently in this age range; has really interesting, well developed, meaty characters with substance, so that these talented actresses have a means to show and grow their talents; and has a voice and a point of view.  If you’ve got something that fits the bill, contact Molly! 
WOMEN AT WORK ONSTAGE:

Saturday, March 2nd, 12:00 pm PST / 3:00 pm EST  To kick off SWAN month, WomenARTS invites women around the world to watch a live-streamed performance of the popular pro-choice play, Words of Choice, and to participate in post-show discussions via Twitter, Facebook, instant messaging, and shared photos.  Words of Choice will be performed at The Secret Theatre in Long Island City, New York as part of the first-ever WiredArts Fest, and the performances will be available to anyone with Internet access and will be shared with hundreds of reproductive rights and social justice activists.  

March 8, 2013, 8:00 pm Special Event with Video Game Designer Jane McGonigal and Playwright Jennifer Haley! Center Theatre Group presents a discussion between the visionary game designer, futurist and bestselling author of “Reality is Broken,” Jane McGonigal, and playwright Jennifer Haley at the Veterans Memorial Building in Culver City.  Admission is free, but seating is limited and reservations are required.  To RSVP, email or call 213.972.4380 with name, phone number and number of seats requested.
March 19 – April 14, 2013 Center Theatre Group has the world premiere of The Nether at the Kirk Douglas Theatre in Culver City.  Written by local female playwright, avid gamer and award winner Jennifer Haley; creator of Froggy, the play inspired by graphic novels (jenniferhaley.com). Limited Special Offer! $30 & $40 tickets* (Reg. $35 - $50) for select performances March 19 – 30. Call 213.628.2772 and use code FANTASY or online!  
 March 21 – 24, 2013 Los Angeles Women’s Theatre Festival Featuring many writer-performers! March 21, 7 pm; March 22, 8 pm; March 23, 2 & 8 pm; March 24, 2 & 7 pm  Renberg Theatre, 1125 N. McCadden Pl., Hollywood, 90038

Writer-performers include Freda Payne, Lee Meriwether, Michele Carlo, Yvette Heyliger, Raissa Simpson/Push Dance Company, Cynthia Sophiea, Charlayne Woodard, Cleo Anderson, Cristal Gonzalez, Lulu Washington Dance Theatre, Joy Nash, Red Summer, Ingrid Graham, Wendy Hammers, Juliette Jeffers, Florence LaRue, Shymala Moorty, Emily Bayard Blake, Jessica Lynn Johnson, Ciera Payton, Rebecca Bryant, Debra Castellano, Kim Coles, Cheryl Francis Harrington.  More info at (818) 760-0408; www.lawtf.com.

Check out LA FPI’s self-submitted listing of work by women all over Los Angeles next time you plan to see a play!  LA FPI’s Women at Work Onstage web page.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR INSTIGATORS!:

 
SWAN Month: WomenArts will be celebrating by writing blogs, Facebook posts, and newsletters about their favorite women artists.  If you have a project that you would like them to feature, please post it on the SWAN Calendar and write to them about it. 
Thursday, March 7th, 2013, 6:30 pm - Reading of feature script SPECIAL by LA FPI Instigator Ann Meredith, its writer/director/producer.  A Malibu philanthropist is hosting this invitation-only fundraising event in her private home and would love to have LA FPI members attend.  Doors open at 6:30 pm - Actors reading the feature script at 7:00 pm.  Please contact Ann by email or 310.456.4184 if you would like to attend and if you will invite interested associates as there will be a door list.  Ann is also looking for someone to help her run a Kickstarter/Indiegogo campaign to raise funds for the production, having already received a generous offer of production funds if enough seed funds can be raised first.

Thursday, March 21st, 7:30 pm – SHINE at the YWCA Santa Monica/

Westside.  SHINE is a monthly storytelling series featuring professionals and amateurs coming together on the third Thursday of every month to share inspiring true stories.  Professionals are chosen from some of the nation’s top award-winning storytellers and writers.  Guest storytellers are of all ages and walks of life and are selected from audience members through a random drawing. A new theme is announced each month.

Audience members and participants enjoy a relaxed community feeling, powerful stories, live music, and friendly pre- and post-show refreshments and mingling.  

SHINE is produced by Jen Bloom and Isabel Storey and presented by Santa Monica Repertory Theater, Storey Productions and the YWCA Women’s Partnership.  More info at www.smywca.org or 310-452-2321.
 
Those interested in becoming a Guest Storyteller are encouraged to visit www.StoriesBloom.com in advance for monthly theme and guidelines.

The Vagrancy is accepting director submissions for TACTICAL READS, which pairs LA based female playwrights with female directors to read/develop a new play.

How does it work?

1. We choose a script.

2. We send the script to a few directors we think are a good match.

3. After reading, if the director is interested, they e-mail us a few sentences describing what they would like to develop with the text. This is what we call the "Target".  The Target will appear on the program, is the focus of the rehearsal process and the audience talkback post the reading.  The idea is to make the short process as specific as possible by assigning a reachable goal. 

This Target is sent to the playwright for approval.

4. The short rehearsal process (4 rehearsals) with Vagrant actors culminates in a staged reading and a talkback with the playwright/director team.

If you are interested in being considered as a director for TACTICAL READS please send your resume to tactical.reads@gmail.com with TACTICAL READS DIRECTOR in the subject line. Please feel free to attach links to your website and/or reel.  This is a non-paying gig.

More info on The Vagrancy at our website and/or contact Co-Artistic Director Caitlin Hart.

EBLAST CONTRIBUTION DEADLINES:

The next EBlast comes out March 15th, 2013.  Please submit any contributions to info@lafpi.com by March 14th.  Thanks!

 

ONGOING LA FPI REMINDERS:


Let Everyone Know About Your Upcoming Productions

If you've got a show in town, we'll feature it on Women at Work Onstage. Click here to send the info: Women at Work Submissions: 

Please add LA FPI mentions to your bio 

In your productions’ programs, don’t forget to add: "(Your name here) supports the Los Angeles Playwrights Initiative." Or "(Your name here) is an Instigator with the Los Angeles Playwrights Initiative."  Plus, if possible, have the cool LA FPI badge printed near your statement.  Select the one you like best here.  LAFPI Badge.  It's a free, personalized way to help get our message across. 

Forward Notices for Future E-blasts

If you've got news, info about submission opportunities and/or other things to share with your fellow LA FPI Instigators, please forward them to me.  Thanks!

As Always, Support Fellow LA FPI Productions!

The Los Angeles Female Playwrights Initiative is an LA-based movement working toward fair representation of women playwrights on stage. We encourage the involvement of theatermakers and theatergoers who support our goals. We also aim to connect female playwrights living in Los Angeles to other women theater artists, organizations, and the theater community in LA and beyond.

The best way to accomplish our goal of seeing more plays by women staged in LA is to have the ones that are do really well!  Therefore, the most important thing we can do is attend plays written by women and help get others to do the same! 

And Finally

Keep up with LA's Women at Work Onstage, visit our Persons of Interest Blog, and see what we got going on Twitter @TheLAFPI & Facebook.  

