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NEW YEAR, NEW BEGINNINGS

The Christmas tree is now city compost, the menorah is back in the closet and the New Year’s hangover has faded.  Time to see a play – and better yet, a play written by a woman!

SAMUEL FRENCH GATHERING REPORT:

On Saturday, January 12 LA FPI held it’s first Gathering of the year with our new BFFs  – the ladies and gentleman of the Bitch Pack and The Vagrancy.  Noshing and drinking was intermingled with the chitterchat of making new friends and the fun of fabulous actors – some trained and some recruited because of their gender (you know who you are) – reading one page excerpts from the work of various writers in the room.  Big thanks to all the organizers (Jennie Webb and Laura Shamas, Bitch Pack’s Thuc Nguyen and LA FPI/The Vagrancy’s Sabina Ptasznik all deserve a special shout out) and to Joyce Mehess at Samuel French for hosting us!
NEXT GATHERING PLANNING UNDERWAY:

The Samuel French event was such a success that there’s great momentum for planning the next Gathering – possibly in March to correspond with SWAN (Support Women Artists Now) Day on March 30th and/or LA FPI’s three year anniversary in April?  Maybe incorporate the livestreaming opportunity we’ve been offered by New Play TV?  What do you think we should do and can you help?
The multi-talented Nina Womack, our new Events Coordinator, is leading the charge.  Contact her with your brains and/or brawn and get involved!  In addition to our next Gathering, what other kind of events would you like to attend/participate in/help organize?   

 

UPCOMING LA FPI EVENTS:

Sunday, January 27, 2013 – LA FPI Gathering at 1 pm, Tactical Read at 1:30 produced by The Vagrancy in connection with LA FPI at The Working Stage.  This month’s play is Jennifer Maisel’s OUT OF ORBIT, and its staged reading will be directed by Sarah Doyle.

NEW LA FPI POSITION:
LA FPI looking for a Resources Editor!  A great chance to connect directly with other fab femmes (all on your own time), and help us make the LA FPI Resources Page the go-to spot for finding women artists for theater and putting them to work.  If you’re interested, please contact Jennie Webb.

LOCAL WOMEN’S PLAY FEST WITH LA FPI CONNECTIONS:
The inaugural PlayFest Santa Barbara is being held Jan. 18th and 19th at Santa Barbara’s Garvin Theatre, featuring readings of new plays by LA FPI’s E. M. Lewis (IF I DID THIS TO YOU – Jan 18th at 8:00 pm) and Catherine Butterfield (IT HAS TO BE YOU, Jan 19th at 8:00 pm).  Workshops offered include "Playwriting Fun (and Fundamentals)" with E.M. Lewis on Jan. 19th at 4:30 pm. Let's support a new play festival that features women playwrights!  The Fest also has a Playwriting Competition, so check that out too!

SUBMISSION OPPORTUNITIES:

Gun Control Theatre Action 2013 NoPassport theatre alliance and press invites dramatists, storytellers and poets to send work in the 3-7 minute range and take part in a Theatre Action from January 25-28, 2013 to coincide with the March on Washington for Gun Control organized by citizen-artist Molly Smith and her partner Suzanne Blue Star Boy. The pieces must be sent able to be read/performed script in hand, no frill.   Send submissions to  nopassport2013forguncontrol@gmail.com.  
Extended Deadline: January 18, 2013 
New Artists Alliance is actively seeking feature film screenplays for their ultra-low budget/high quality film production model, which has already propelled them to success at SXSW and other fests.  NAA is particularly interested in women writers and directors.  Devon Ogden (one of our new BFF’s from the Samuel French event) is working with New Alliance and encourages LA FPI writers to contact her about scripts that might work for New Artists Alliance!  Thanks Devon!
The critically acclaimed Eclectic Company Theatre in Valley Village, CA is very excited to announce that we are now soliciting submissions for Hurricane Season 2013, the 10th Anniversary Edition of our annual One Act Play Festival and Writing Competition!!!  We are seeking original One Act plays that have not been previously produced in Los Angeles County for consideration by our committee.

The top nine selections will be presented by ECT as part of our 10th Anniversary Festival. Each play will enjoy a 2-week run in which audience members will vote for their favorite plays, actors, directors and overall productions.  Submission guidelines.  Deadline: March 17, 2013
2013 Met Life Nuestras Voces National Playwriting Competition 
Online submissions now being accepted for full length Latino stage plays in Spanish or English or both!  Since 2000 MetLife Foundation and Repertorio Español joined forces to establish The MetLife Nuestras Voces National Playwriting Competition to discover --our voices --the best Latino plays and bring them to the attention to the American theatre community. These original works relate to Latino culture, history and life in the United States while at the same time reflecting the universality of the human condition.  Guidelines & Application. Deadline: June 1, 2013  

 
Reddit Playwriting Forum: (called a subreddit in the lingo of Redditors, haha) can be a great source of opportunities for female playwrights.   Thanks to the curation of Jennie Webb, the best ones for LAFPI this month from Reddit are:

Northeast Ohio SWAN Day Theatre Companies’ call for entries – short plays for staged readings that raise awareness and celebrate women playwrights, directors and actors.  Deadline:  January 30, 2013
Venus Theatre Festival: For Women Playwrights and Directors (in NY, NJ & CT) accepting submissions between now and March 1st.  Venus runs from March 15th til May 15th at Cabrini Repertory Theater in Uptown Manhattan. The winner of Best Play will receive a prize of $2,500. Winner of Best Actress will receive $500.  All submissions accepted via email: venustheaterfestival@gmail.com 

Deadline: March 1, 2013

National New Play Network is the country's alliance of nonprofit theaters that champions the development, production and continued life of new plays. We strive to pioneer, implement and disseminate ideas and programs that revolutionize the way theaters collaborate to support new plays and playwrights. The NNPN’s programs include residencies, workshops and travel funds pretty fabulous resources.  Check it out!

WOMEN AT WORK ONSTAGE:

Sunday, January 27, 2013  Claudia Motea, a Romanian-Canadian actress/playwright will be performing her show LOVE ME…AMERICA! in LA.  More info at www.lovemeamerica.tv.

Check out LA FPI’s self-submitted listing of work by women all over Los Angeles next time you plan to see a play!  LA FPI’s Women at Work Onstage web page.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR INSTIGATORS!:

Thursday, January 17th, 7:30 pm – SHINE Looking for inspiration as you start the new year? Join us for true stories on the theme Fresh Start at the SHINE storytelling event at the Westside YWCA, 2019 14th Street, Santa Monica 90405. 

Stories this month will involve fresh starts such as moving, job and relationship, changes, and epiphanies involving renewal.  This month, SHINE will also feature live music by the folk guitarist Matt van Winkle. 

SHINE is a monthly series featuring professional and amateur storytellers coming together on the third Thursday of every month to share inspiring true stories. Professionals are chosen from some of the nation’s top award-winning storytellers and writers. Guest storytellers are selected from audience members through a random drawing. A new theme is announced each month.

SHINE is produced by Jen Bloom and Isabel Storey and presented by Santa Monica Repertory Theater, Storey Productions and the YWCA Women’s Partnership.  More info at www.smywca.org or 310-452-2321.
 
Those interested in becoming a Guest Storyteller are encouraged to visit www.StoriesBloom.com in advance for monthly theme and guidelines.

The Vagrancy is accepting director submissions for TACTICAL READS, which pairs LA based female playwrights with female directors to read/develop a new play.

How does it work?

1. We choose a script.

2. We send the script to a few directors we think are a good match.

3. After reading, if the director is interested, they e-mail us a few sentences describing what they would like to develop with the text. This is what we call the "Target".  The Target will appear on the program, is the focus of the rehearsal process and the audience talkback post the reading.  The idea is to make the short process as specific as possible by assigning a reachable goal. 

This Target is sent to the playwright for approval.

4. The short rehearsal process (4 rehearsals) with Vagrant actors culminates in a staged reading and a talkback with the playwright/director team.

If you are interested in being considered as a director for TACTICAL READS please send your resume to tactical.reads@gmail.com with TACTICAL READS DIRECTOR in the subject line. Please feel free to attach links to your website and/or reel.  This is a non-paying gig.

More info on The Vagrancy at our website and/or contact Co-Artistic Director Caitlin Hart.

EBLAST CONTRIBUTION DEADLINES:

The next EBlast comes out Feb 1st, 2013.  Please submit any contributions to info@lafpi.com by Jan 31st.  Thanks!

 

ONGOING LA FPI REMINDERS:


Let Everyone Know About Your Upcoming Productions

If you've got a show in town, we'll feature it on Women at Work Onstage. Click here to send the info: Women at Work Submissions: 

Please add LA FPI mentions to your bio 

In your productions’ programs, don’t forget to add: "(Your name here) supports the Los Angeles Playwrights Initiative." Or "(Your name here) is an Instigator with the Los Angeles Playwrights Initiative."  Plus, if possible, have the cool LA FPI badge printed near your statement.  Select the one you like best here.  LAFPI Badge.  It's a free, personalized way to help get our message across. 

Forward Notices for Future E-blasts

If you've got news, info about submission opportunities and/or other things to share with your fellow LA FPI Instigators, please forward them to me.  Thanks!

As Always, Support Fellow LA FPI Productions!

The Los Angeles Female Playwrights Initiative is an LA-based movement working toward fair representation of women playwrights on stage. We encourage the involvement of theatermakers and theatergoers who support our goals. We also aim to connect female playwrights living in Los Angeles to other women theater artists, organizations, and the theater community in LA and beyond.

The best way to accomplish our goal of seeing more plays by women staged in LA is to have the ones that are do really well!  Therefore, the most important thing we can do is attend plays written by women and help get others to do the same! 

And Finally

Keep up with LA's Women at Work Onstage, visit our Persons of Interest Blog, and see what we got going on Twitter & Facebook.  

